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September 8, 2009
For immediate release

Jeanne Whynot-Vickers, former interim superintendent of Portland Public Schools, joins LearningWorks as Director of Educational Excellence
PORTLAND, ME – Ethan Strimling, Chief Executive Officer of LearningWorks, announced today that the organization has hired former interim superintendent of Portland Public Schools as the Director of Educational Excellence.
In announcing the appointment, Strimling said, “LearningWorks has been going through transformational changes over the past six months.  Jeanne brings 33 years of educational leadership to the agency having worked as a classroom teacher, principal, and superintendent.  Having someone of her experience join our team is a tremendous advancement.  Not only does it enhance our credibility as an agency, Jeanne has the skills to put us on a path toward excellence like none other – particularly in establishing new programs that will enhance our outcomes and the number of people we serve.”
According to Ms. Whynot-Vickers, “Learning Works is an incredible resource for the learners of Portland…While the public schools demonstrate great success in meeting the majority of diverse student needs, the students with significant challenges such as poverty, limited adult guidance and support, and diminished sense of hope and aspirations for the future are often the students that need an organization such as LearningWorks who can provide them with opportunities to learn while providing counseling and guidance on work, education, future opportunities.”

Jeanne Whynot-Vickers was born and raised in Portland and began her career as an elementary school teacher at Hall, Riverton and Harrison Lyseth Elementary Schools. In 1986 she was named a finalist for Maine Teacher of the Year. Wynot-Vickers went on to serve as assistant principal of Jack Elementary School and then principal of Riverton Elementary School in Portland and Sawyer School in South Portland before becoming assistant superintendent in 1999. She became interim superintendent of Portland Schools in 2007 and is credited with restoring financial stability and public confidence in the district.
LearningWorks, formerly Portland West, changed its name in April, to reflect its expanding educational mission.  Subsequently, LearningWorks increased the size of its budget and staff by over 35% with the receipt of numerous major grants totaling $2.3 million directed to afterschool programming for youth, an alternative high school for at-risk youth, English Language classes for immigrants and a Weatherization job-training program.
###

Who We Are

LearningWorks is a dynamic community-based organization.  We started in 1967 as a grassroots neighborhood advocacy movement to protect the working people of the west end.  Today LearningWorks is an educational institution that serves at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families in Androscoggin, York, and Cumberland counties.  For more information go to www.learningworks.me
Contact: Susannah Kerest, Director of External Relations at, 775-0105 or skerest@learningworks.me
