[image: image1.jpg]LEARNIN% RKS

Serving at-risk youth, immigrants and low-income families





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 2, 2009
CONTACT: SUSANNAH KEREST 207.775.0105
AT-RISK YOUTH READY TO ENTER THE “GREEN” MARKETPLACE
LearningWork to host graduation ceremony for Weatherization Corps

Thursday, September 3, 2:00 p.m.

181 Brackett Street, Portland
PORTLAND – LearningWorks, formerly known as Portland West, will celebrate the culmination of its first Weatherization Corps Training Program with a graduation ceremony on Thursday, September 3 at its Brackett Street headquarters. The LearningWorks Weatherization Corps [LWWC] is comprised of 18 to 24 year olds—all of whom are either recent immigrants, low-income, high school dropouts, and/or have been homeless. Of the 21 graduates, six have been offered jobs by local contractors, five are going to college, five are applying to join the Carpenters Union, and the final five are still pursuing placements with the help of LearningWorks. Governor Baldacci was invited to attend the event.
[image: image1.jpg]One participant, Mik Green, said, “When you can show that you commit to something and complete the program, it gives you a leg up when you’re applying for jobs.” Another, Mark Stevens, said, “Before I would have been landscaping – now I’m a weatherization technician and can look for specialized work. Without this program, I would have never learned so many new skills.”

In this intensive training program, the participants learned basic construction skills, performed energy audits and became certified in Weatherization, NCCER, CASAS, OSHA-30, and LEAD Safe Renovator. These credentials will put the LWWC participants at the cutting edge of an industry seeking workers skilled in green building. LearningWorks is helping with employment and advanced training options. Funding for the program came from the U.S. Department of Labor through a grant from Goodwill Industries of Northern New England.
For questions regarding the Weatherization Corps Training Program, please contact Bill Getz at 712-5398 or bgetz@learningworks.me.
For general questions, please contact Director of External Relations at LearningWorks, Susannah Kerest at 775-0105 or at 712-9474 (cell) or skerest@learningworks.me.

###

LearningWorks provides the best learning opportunities in Maine for at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families. 

Other programs provided by LearningWorks are:

· Youth Building Alternatives (YBA), a nationally accredited alternative high school that combines vocational training with GED attainment.
· Back on Track, a program that uses cognitive behavioral therapy to teach young people how to manage their anger and make responsible choices. 

· Alternatives to Detention, a structured and supervised program focusing on therapeutic intervention and prevention for youth involved in the correctional system.

· English Language Program for new adult immigrants who need English language and cultural literacy skills.
· The Resource Lab: an evening drop-in center for middle school students and adults to receive tutoring or help with their homework.

· An Affordable Housing program offering 54-units of renovated, comfortable family housing.
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