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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 3, 2009
CONTACT: SUSANNAH KEREST 207.775.0105
WALMART DELIVERS $10,000 to LEARNINGWORKS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM
PORTLAND – LearningWorks, formerly Portland West, was the recipient of a $10,000 grant from the Walmart Foundation directed to the English Language Program.
This summer the LearningWorks English Language Program has served an average of 35 adult immigrants, most of whom are refugees, on a daily basis.  These students are divided into three ability levels of English language skills.  Paul Manoff, Director of the English Language Program says, “The Wal-Mart grant currently funds an assistant teacher position that focuses exclusively those students with the least number of English writing, reading, and speaking skills.  These students are generally those who have most recently immigrated to the United States and are most in need of learning basic communication skills.”
Walmart Senior Manager of Public Affairs, Alexandra Serra said, “Grants in this area serve to increase access for all people to get the quality education they need to be successful today and become the leaders we will need in the future." 
For further information on the English Language Program, please contact Program Director, Paul Manoff at 775-0105 or pmanoff@learningworks.me.
For further information on the partnership with Walmart, please contact Alexandra Serra, Senior Manager of Government Relations and Public Affairs-Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont at 479-285-1863 or alexandra.serra@wal-mart.com. 

For general questions, please contact Director of External Relations at LearningWorks, Susannah Kerest at 775-0105 or at 712-9474 (cell) or skerest@learningworks.me.

###

LearningWorks provides the best learning opportunities in Maine for at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families. 

Other programs provided by LearningWorks are:

· Youth Building Alternatives (YBA), a nationally accredited alternative high school that combines vocational training with GED attainment.
· Back on Track, a program that uses cognitive behavioral therapy to teach young people how to manage their anger and make responsible choices. 

· Alternatives to Detention, a structured and supervised program focusing on therapeutic intervention and prevention for youth involved in the correctional system.

· English Language Program for new adult immigrants who need English language and cultural literacy skills.
· The Resource Lab: an evening drop-in center for middle school students and adults to receive tutoring or help with their homework.

· An Affordable Housing program offering 56-units of renovated, comfortable family housing.
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