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August 13, 2009
For immediate release

Joel Russ, former CEO of the Greater Portland Chamber of Commerce, Susannah Kerest, formerly of Demont & Associates, join LearningWorks
PORTLAND, ME – Ethan Strimling, Executive Director of LearningWorks, announced today that the organization has hired former Greater Portland Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Joel B. Russ as its new Director of Development, and Susannah Kerest as the Director of External Relations.
In announcing the appointment, Strimling said, “LearningWorks has been going through transformational changes over the past six months.  Joel brings a depth of experience and a statewide network of personal and professional relationships that will help him create an aggressive, visible development effort that will sustain our work serving the needs of at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families.”
Russ has extensive senior level management experience in both the private and non-profit sectors.  In addition to serving as president and CEO of the Greater Portland Chamber of Commerce, from 1992 to 1998, he draws upon non-profit experience with Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc., the Maine State Chamber, the Maine Science & Technology Foundation and the Four Square Foundation.  
Russ is joined in the development office by Susannah Kerest, recently hired as Director of External Relations. Most recently, Kerest was a consultant with Demont & Associates, Inc. providing non-profits with capital campaign counsel in Greater Portland.
LearningWorks, formerly Portland West, changed its name in April, to reflect its expanding educational mission.  Subsequently, LearningWorks increased the size of its budget and staff by over 35% with the receipt of numerous major grants totaling $2.3 million directed to afterschool programming for youth, an alternative high school for at-risk youth, English Language classes for immigrants and a Weatherization job-training program.
###

Who We Are

LearningWorks is a dynamic community-based organization.  We started in 1967 as a grassroots neighborhood advocacy movement to protect the working people of the west end.  Today LearningWorks is an educational institution that serves at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families in Androscoggin, York, and Cumberland counties.  For more information go to www.learningworks.me
Contact: Ethan Strimling, 775-0105 or estrimling@learningworks.me
