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BECOMES LEARNINGWORKS


Officials celebrate growth of program areas and geographic population with name and mission change 

PORTLAND – Officials at Portland West officially announced today that the community-based social service agency has changed its name to LearningWorks to better reflect its expanded mission and the full range of services that it now offers in York, Cumberland, and Androscoggin counties.

Founded in 1967 as a neighborhood activist organization, Portland West expanded in the 1980s to include community development programs and educational services for at-risk youth and low-income families living in Portland’s West End. Today, LearningWorks provides a full-range of educational, juvenile corrections, and affordable housing services and programs for low-income families, at-risk youth and the immigrant communities throughout southern Maine.

“It became clear that a new name was needed,” said Ethan Strimling, executive director. “A name that describes what we do, our philosophy, and one that doesn’t limit our work to any geographic area.”

While the agency, since its inception, has fought to eliminate conditions of poverty and strengthen community ties, the new mission better connects the agency's work with the philosophy that learning is the best way out of poverty. The new mantra for LearningWorks: They provide the best opportunities in Maine for at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families.  

“At LearningWorks I gained confidence and learned to be leader,” said Cynthia Stoddard, a student in the LearningWorks’ Youth Building Alternatives program. “I’m getting an education, learning hands-on carpentry skills, and volunteering in my community. Without the support and caring of my teachers, I wouldn’t have done all this.” 
In recent months, as a move toward refining its mission and meeting the needs of its growing customer base, LearningWorks has begun collaborating with a number of other non-profit organizations. Strimling sees this as a way of preparing both the agency and the community for future success at a time when financial resources for non-profits are scarce and deeply competitive.  

“We continue to see significant growth and diversity among the needs of the people we serve,” said Strimling. “Our commitment is to provide the best opportunities so that individuals and communities continue growing and become stronger.”  

###

LearningWorks provides the best learning opportunities in Maine for at-risk youth, the immigrant community, and low-income families. 

Among the programs provided by LearningWorks are:

· Youth Building Alternatives (YBA), a nationally accredited alternative high school that combines vocational training with GED attainment. 

· Back on Track, a program aimed at teaching cognitive and anger management skills to at-risk youth. 

· Alternatives to Detention, a structured and supervised program focusing on therapeutic intervention and prevention for youth involved in the correctional system.

· An English Language Program for new adult immigrants who need English language and cultural literacy skills. 

· An after-school learning center serving students in grades 3-8 to provide supportivehomework help and enjoyable enrichment activities.  

· The Resource Lab: an evening drop-in center for middle school students and adults to receive tutoring or help with their homework.

· An Affordable Housing program offering 56-units of renovated, comfortable family housing. 
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